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Thy master hand makes the Pen's point to trace *
Upon non-being's page these forms of giace.

From the Same.  [208]

Most Merciful! Thou made&t man and jinn;2
All- hidden, manifest, without, within.
Man Thou ordainedst noblest of the whole,
Most perfect both in beauty and in soul.
The human face Thou mad'st the mirror blight,
The lamp-niche whence is shed Thy Beauty's light.
Thou bad'st the fairness of the fair shine clear,
And thus hast made Thy Beauty's sun appear.
Thou in the beauty of the fair art shown;
Whate'er I see is Thou, and Thou alone.
Oh, how should any lovely one be fail-
Saving in her Thy Beauty mirrored were?
What doth a handful dust possess of might
That it should shine a sun the earth to light?
Thou mak'st the loved one's face with radiance glow,
Fire in the lover's harvest Thou dost throw.<(J
Thy Beauty in the chaimer Thou'st displayed,
Thy Glory in the lover Thou'bt portrayed.
Thou hast the ruffled locks of Mejniin twined.,
And made each hair a noose the heart to bind.
Thou through the fair Thy Beauty hast disclosed,
Through such Thy Loveliness hast Thou exposed.
Thou look'st through lovers' eyes, O Lord of Might,
And naught save Thine own Beauty meets Thy sight.

1  This  Pen  plays a somewhat prominent part in Muslim legend. God, we
are told, in  all Eternity, contemplated the perfection of a saint, entertained
a divine love for the conception, resolved upon realising it, and issued His
fiat:  'Be!'  Hereupon,  the  potential  essence  of the Prophet Muhammed, the
'Beloved  of God' (Habib-ullah) before all worlds, the secaphic Pen, and the
Hidden Tablet,  starting into  an eternal existence, the Pen inscribed the fiat
on the  Tablet,  and thus  became  the means of all created existences, of all
spiritual  and material beings, that were called from nonentity for the glorifi-
cation* of that saintly conception. By that Pen does God swear in the Koran,

2  The jinn or genies, the spirits or demons of earth and air.

3  See p. in n. I supra.
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